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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
 
Creator: Massachusetts. Commission on Hispanic Affairs. 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 33 
Extent: 3 boxes (3 linear feet) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Commission on Hispanic Affairs Records. 
State Library of Massachusetts Special Collections. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Provenance: Received from the Office of the Massachusetts Senate President, 1989. 
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Robert Iacovelli and Brenda Howitson, July 9, 1990. 
Updated by Abigail Cramer, April, 2012. 
Abstract: This collection documents the activities of the Commission on Hispanic Affairs in its 
effort to address housing, health, education, language, economic, and employment issues for the 
Hispanic population of Massachusetts. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
The collection consists of the working papers of the Commission. Series I. General Information 
includes membership information, questionnaires, task force information, meeting minutes, and 
reports. Series II. Correspondence includes both correspondence and press releases as well as 
newsletters. Series III. Hearings includes documentation of hearings held in Springfield, Boston, 
Lawrence, Holyoke, Worcester, and Chelsea. Series IV. Legislation includes legislation relevant 
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to the work of the commission. Series V. Task Forces includes information about individual task 
forces including Health, Housing, Refugees, Employment, Education, and Economic 
Development. Series VI. Reports includes drafts and final versions of the two reports written by 
the Commission. 
 
HISTORICAL NOTE 
The Massachusetts Commission on Hispanic Affairs was established by Section 20, Chapter 297 
of the Acts of 1983.  The legislation, sponsored by Senator Royal L. Bolling, Sr., called for an 
investigation and study of the needs of the Hispanic population in the Commonwealth, including 
issues related to housing, employment, education, economic development, integration, language 
barriers, and access to state programs.  The Commission consisted of three members of the 
Massachusetts Senate to be selected by the Senate President, three members of the House of 
Representatives to be selected by the House, and six members appointed by the Governor.  The 
Chairs of the Commission were Senator Royal L. Bolling, Sr., Dr. Yohel Camayd-Freixas, and 
Representative Kevin W. Fitzgerald. 
 
The need to establish such a commission had become clear given that the Hispanic population in 
Massachusetts, approximately 4% of the state’s population at the time, had grown to be the 12th 
largest in the country.  In addition to documenting the problems and needs of Hispanics in 
Massachusetts, the Commission was also charged with assisting the Legislature, the Governor, 
and other policy makers in developing strategies for bringing the Hispanic community into the 
state’s economic and social mainstream. In 1984 and 1985, the Commission held a series of 
hearings around the state to which the public was invited to present testimony on issues of 
concern to the Hispanic community.  Statewide task forces were then formed to conduct in-depth 
studies on specific issues.  The task forces consisted of experts in the areas of health, housing, 
employment and training, education, community economic development, youth, human services, 
and Central American refugees.  They held meetings, researched issues, and prepared reports 
on the identified areas of concern. Before disbanding in 1988, the Commission issued two reports 
entitled Hispanics in Massachusetts: A Progress Report and Hispanics in Massachusetts: A 
Demographic  Analysis; both publications are available in this collection, and in the State Library 
(Room 341). 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The papers are arranged in six series as follows: 
Series I: General Information, 1983-1986 
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Series II: Correspondence, 1983-1988 
Series III: Hearings, 1984-1985 
Series IV: Legislation, 1984-1988 
Series V: Task Forces, undated 
Series VI: Reports, 1985-1986 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
 
Immediate Source of Acquisition 
Received from the Office of the Massachusetts Senate President, 1989. 
 
Series Description and Container List 
 
Series I: General Information, 1983-1986  
Scope and Content 
This series includes membership information, questionnaires, task force information, meeting 
minutes, and reports. 
 
Arrangement 
This series is arranged in its original order. 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 1 Massachusetts state government: Involvement in Hispanic 
affairs 
undated 
1 2 Membership information undated 
1 3 Topics and areas of concern: Plans undated 
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1 4 Questionnaire undated 
1 5 Draft on task forces undated 
1 6 Preliminary findings, roles of members, and future of the 
commission 
undated 
1 7-9 Resumes of commission applicants (3 folders) undated 
1 10 Meeting minutes 1984-1986 
1 11 Monthly reports 1983-1984 
 
 
Series II: Correspondence, 1983-1988  
Scope and Content 
This series includes both correspondence and press releases as well as newsletters. 
 
Arrangement 
Materials in this series are arranged chronologically by type (i.e., correspondence). 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 12-40 Correspondence (29 folders) 1983-1988 
1 41-42 Press releases (2 folders) 1984-1988 
1 43 Press release mailing list undated 
1 44 Newsletter undated 
 
 
Series III: Hearings, 1984-1985  
Scope and Content 
This series includes documentation of hearings held in Springfield, Boston, Lawrence, Holyoke, 
Worcester, and Chelsea. 
 
Arrangement 
This series is arranged in its original order. 
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Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 45 Springfield 1984 
1 46-47 Boston (2 folders) 1984 
1 48 Mailing list undated 
1 49 Lawrence 1984 
1 50 Holyoke 1984 
1 51 Worcester 1984 
1 52 Chelsea 1985 
1 53 Chelsea mailing list undated 
2 54 Local public meeting on 1990 census 1984 
 
 
Series IV: Legislation, 1984-1988  
Scope and Content 
This series includes legislation relevant to the work of the commission.  
 
Arrangement 
Materials in this series are arranged chronologically. 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
2 55 Legislation 1984 
2 56-57 Legislation (2 folders) 1985 
2 58-60 Legislation (3 folders) 1986 
2 61-64 Registration and licensing of nurses (4 folders) 1986 
2 65 Legislation 1987 
2 66 Legislation 1988 
2 67 Legislation undated 
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Series V: Task Forces, undated  
Scope and Content 
This series includes information about individual task forces including Health, Housing, Refugees, 
Employment, Education, and Economic Development. 
 
Arrangement 
Materials in this series are arranged by task force. 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
2 68 Membership lists and general information undated 
2 69-73 Health (5 folders) undated 
2 74-75 Housing (2 folders) undated 
2 76-79 Undocumented Central American Refugees (4 folders) undated 
2 80-82 Employment and Training (3 folders) undated 
2 83-87 Education (5 folders) undated 
2 88-90 Community Economic Development (3 folders) undated 
3 91-95 Youth (5 folders) undated 
3 96 Human Services undated 
 
 
Series VI: Reports, 1985-1986  
Scope and Content 
This series includes drafts and final versions of the two reports written by the Commission as well 
as newspaper clippings about the Commission. 
 
Arrangement 
Drafts and final versions of the two official reports are arranged chronologically by report. 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
3 97-98 Hispanics in Massachusetts: A Progress Report,  Drafts (2 
folders) 
undated 
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3 99 Hispanics in Massachusetts: A Progress Report undated 
3 100 Hispanics in Massachusetts: Executive Summary,  
Demographic report 
undated 
3 101 Hispanics in Massachusetts: A Demographic Analysis, 
Draft 
undated 
3 102 Hispanics in Massachusetts: A Demographic Analysis,   
Draft 
Aug. 1985 
3 103 Hispanics in Massachusetts: A Demographic Analysis Dec. 1985 
3 104 Hispanics in Massachusetts: A Demographic Analysis March 1986 
3 105 Hispanics in Massachusetts: A Demographic Analysis Aug. 1986 
3 106 Profile of Latinos in Massachusetts undated 
3 107 Newspaper clippings undated 
 
 
